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SUBJ: SENATOR JOHN L. CARRICK VIEWS THE LABOR GOVERNMENT 

1. IN CONVERSATION TWO DAYS AGO, SENATOR CARRICK, N.S.W. 

LIBERAL SENATOR, EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT THE LABOR GOVERN- 
MENT IS GOING THROUGH A VERY CRITICAL PERIOD, THE OUTCOME 
OP WHICH IS BY NO MEANS CLEAR. HE TOUCHED ON THE POLLOW- 
ING POINTS: 

(A) THE RESULTS OP THE LAST FEDERAL ELECTION PROVE WHAT HE 
HAD SAID BEPORE THE DOUBLE DISSOLUTION; NAMELY, THAT 

IT WAS BADLY TIMED. NEVERTHELESS, HE BELIEVES THE 
SITUATION IS NOT UNPAVORABLE PROM THE LIBER AI ./COUNTRY 
PARTY (L/CP) POINT OP VIEW. 

(B) CARRICK THOUGHT THE L/CP MIGHT HAVE WON THE LAST 
ELECTION HAD THEY BEEN PREPARED TO WAGE THE CAMPAIGN 
ON A PAR BROADER BASIS THAN THE ONE-SHOT ISSUE OP 
INPLATION WHICH WAS NOT THEN RIPE. HOWEVER, HE BELIEVES 
ELECTIONS ARE DETERMINED MORE BY THE POLITICAL TOPOGRAPHY OP THE 
POPULACE AT THE TIME THE ELECTION IS CALLED RATHER THAN THE 
VERBAL TIDES WASHED UP BY THE CAMPAIGN. 

(C) CARRICK NOT ONLY BELIEVES WHITLAM EMERGED IN A 
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REDUCED POSITION, BUT HE SUSPECTS THE ALP LEFT WING IS 
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DELIBERATELY LOOKING TOWARD WHITLAM'S EVENTUAL REPLACE- 
MENT BY CAIRNS. HE MENTIONED SENATOR BROWN'S ATTACK ON 
AMBASSADOR GREEN AS ONE EACET OE SUCH A CAMPAIGN. WHILE 
ACKNOWLEDGING THAT AT EIRST BROWN MIGHT HAVE BEEN DUPED 
BY THOSE WHO FAILED TO PRODUCE EVIDENCE SUPPORTING HIS 
CHARGES, HE IS TODAY INCLINED TO SUSPECT THAT CAIRNS 
HIMSELE MAY BE STIMULATING SENATOR BROWN. CARRICK HAS NO 
SPECIEIC EVIDENCE BUT POINTS OUT THAT BROWN'S RENEWAL OE 
HIS CHARGES OVER THE WEEKEND SUGGESTS THAT IT IS MORE THAN 
A SIMPLE PERSONAL ABERRATION. MOREOVER, CARRICK BELIEVES 
THAT IN THE PAST BROWN HAS BEEN A MOST COMPETENT CHAIRMAN 
OE THE ALP CAUCUS, AN EEFECTIVE SPEAKER AND A STABLE WHILE 
NOT DEEP THINKER. UNLESS BROWN HAS SUEFERED SOME MENTAL 
DAMAGE PERHAPS IN CONNECTION WITH A SEVERE CORONARY LAST 
YEAR, CARRICK BELIEVES BROWN SHOULD BE REGARDED AS MORE 
DELIBERATE THAN GULLIBLE AND PERHAPS ERONTING EOR CAIRNS. 

(D) THERE IS OBVIOUSLY DISUNITY WITHIN THE ALP ON HOW TO 
HANDLE INELATION AND IT IS POSSIBLE THAT SOME LEFT WING 
ELEMENTS WILL SEEK TO USE THE ANTI-INELATION LABEL AS A 
COVER EOR WHAT IS REALLY INTENDED TO BE A LONG-RANGE DEVICE 
TO RE-DISTRIBUTE INCOME. CARRICK MENTIONED STATEMENTS BY 
CAIRNS IN THIS CONNECTION. CAIRNS HAS "SNOWED" THE 
BUSINESSMEN OE AUSTRALIA WHO TEND TO SUPPORT HIM DESPITE 
THE ULTIMATE THREAT WHICH HIS IDEOLOGY POSES TO THEM. 

(E) CARRICK BELIEVES THIS GOVERNMENT WILL NOT GO ITS EULL 
THREE YEARS. IN THE FIRST PLACE, THERE MUST BE AN ELECTION 
OE HALE THE SENATE WITHIN ABOUT 20 MONTHS AND THERE IS 
EVERY PROSPECT THAT THIS OCCASION COULD BECOME A 
DOUBLE DISSOLUTION. 

(E) WITH REGARD TO THE EORTHCOMING JOINT SESSION, HE 
RELIEVES WHITLAM WILL "POUR IT ON US IN THE SENATE THIS 
WEEK" IN HIS DETERMINATION TO FORCE ALL SIX CERTIEIED 
BILLS TO COME BEEORE THE JOINT SESSION NEXT WEEK. HE 
DOUBTED THAT THE GOVERNOR GENERAL WOULD DISALLOW THE 
MINERALS EXPLORATION BILL, BUT WOULD LET THE LEGAL ISSUES 
REST ENTIRELY WITH THE COURT. EVEN IE ALL SIX BILLS ARE 
PASSED BY THE JOINT SESSION, CARRICK POINTS OUT THAT MOST 
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REQUIRE ENABLING LEGISLATION OE VARIOUS KINDS WHICH CAN 
BE AND PROBABLY WILL BE DEFEATED IN THE SENATE WHEN THE 
TIME COMES. 

HANNAH 
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